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Local Schools Have
More To Lose
Specialized programs targeted.

See More,  Page 18

“The neediest
schools need
additional
resources.”

— School Board
member Dan Storck

By Julia O’Donoghue

The Gazette

L
ast year, First Lady
Michelle Obama in-
vited Hollin Meadows
Elementary School stu-

dents to the White House to visit
her vegetable garden. This Novem-
ber, the Mount Vernon area el-
ementary school returned the fa-
vor, giving Obama and U.S. Sec-
retary of Agriculture Tom Vilsack
a high-profile tour of the 1,500
square feet of gar-
dens that students
maintain.

“I think we are still
feeling the after glow
from that visit even
now,” said principal
Jon Gates, as he
flipped through a
glossy magazine to a
picture of Obama
standing outside
Hollin Meadows surrounded by
the students.

“This magazine came out this
past weekend. Stuff like that
seems to happen all the time. Pho-
tographs from her visit here pop
up in all sorts of places,” said
Gates.

Hollin Meadows’ extensive stu-
dent gardening program is no
doubt what caught Obama’s atten-
tion. The First Lady, who recently
launched a campaign to combat
childhood obesity, has tried to pro-
mote healthier eating by drawing
attention to her own vegetable
garden at the White House.

BUT IF the First Lady had waited
to visit Hollin Meadows next year,
there is no guarantee that she
would have seen any student gar-
dening at all.

The Fairfax County School

Board took an initial vote Feb. 4
to cut its focus program, which
funds Hollin Meadows gardening
program, out of the school
system’s budget next year.

“With limited resources, this
program would really be at risk,”
said Gates, pointing to the veg-
etable gardens.

In addition to Hollin Meadows,
13 other elementary schools
around the county stand to lose
funding for special focus academic
programs, including three others

located in Mount
Vernon.

Riverside Elemen-
tary will lose its pro-
fessional develop-
ment academic cen-
ter, which provides
four extra “high qual-
ity” teachers at the
school. Fort Hunt El-
ementary would lose
funding and staffing

that supports it special fine arts
program and Woodley Hills El-
ementary would lose funding and
staffing for extra math and science
work.

The focus program is mostly lo-
cated in schools with large at-risk
populations to provide extra re-
sources and enrichment for
needier students.

Approximately 22.5 percent of
students across the school system
are considered poor enough to
qualify for free or reduced-priced
meals at school. At three of the
four elementary schools with fo-
cus programs, the percentage of
students receiving discounts on
meals is much higher.

Forty-four percent of Hollin
Meadows students qualify for free
or reduced-priced lunch because
of their families’ economic sta

General George Washington portrayed by Dean Malissa talks to visitors at the Mount
Vernon Estate after a special birthday tribute on Sunday afternoon. He is describing the
antics of one of his many hound dogs named Vulcan. Vulcan, a massive French hound
was a gift along with six others to the General from the Marquis de Lafayette.  Vulcan
enjoyed a good meal and on at least one occasion found his way into the kitchen and
onto the table where dinner was being prepared.  Opening his jaws Vulcan grabbed a
Virginia ham and carried it back to his kennel.  The General recalled how Martha yelled
at the servants to rescue the ham, but the General also recalled how Martha disliked
Vulcan’s affectionate licks from time to time, and now that the ham was in his mouth,
surely Martha would not really want the ham retrieved.
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Mount Vernon Com-
munity Children’s
Theatre will present
its annual Teen Show,
this year featuring the
satirical, farcical “The
Canterville Ghost.”
The show will be
performed at Heritage
Presbyterian Church
Feb. 19, and 20 at
7:30 p.m. and Feb. 21
at 3 p.m. Tickets are
available at the door
and cost $8 for stu-
dents/seniors and $10
for adults.
Visit www.MVCCT.org.

‘The Canterville Ghost’

By Michael K. Bohn

The Gazette

This is the third in a four-part series on
the history and future of Gum Springs, a
historically African-American community in
the Mount Vernon area.

GROWING PAINS

T
he successes that the residents
of Gum Springs achieved in im-
proving their community have
been substantial, even heroic in

some cases. Their efforts, however, have not
been a seamless flow of good news. Begin-
ning in the late 1970s, there were instances
of reported mismanagement or “account-
ing irregularities” involving the
neighborhood’s community improvement
organizations.

Buoyed by the increasing national success
of the civil rights movement, Gum Springs
residents formed the Saunders B. Moon
Community Action Association in 1965.
Named for the deceased principal of Gum
Springs’ Drew-Smith School, the association
acquired federal, state, and local funding
to sponsor social programs on the former
Drew-Smith campus (the school closed af-
ter desegregation). The association created
its housing arm in 1977, the Housing De-
velopment Corporation, headed initially by
Kay Holland.

In 1978, a Fairfax County audit discov-
ered that the Moon Association had not paid
tens of thousands of dollars in federal and
state withholding taxes for county-funded
employees. In response, the county board
of supervisors installed themselves as trust-
ees of the association, and in 1980, agreed
to pay association debts of $110,000.

The U.S. department of energy accused
the Moon Association in 1980 of misusing
federal funds awarded to winterize poorly
insulated Gum Springs houses belonging to
low-income residents. Twenty of the 57
upgraded houses reportedly belonged to
ineligible residents — their income ex-
ceeded the maximum specified by the grant.

The Saunders B. Moon Community Ac-
tion Association changed its name to the
Gum Springs Community Development
Corporation (GSCDC) in the mid-1980s.

In 1990, Fairfax County, citing misman-
agement and other problems, took control
of the county-funded day care center oper-
ated by GSCDC. The corporation accused
the county of interference. “Fairfax County
doesn’t want us to have our freedom,” said
Sally Pullen, the GSCDC president. She also
suggested that the county’s actions were no
different that the oppressive control of the
Jim Crow days. Verdia L. Haywood, then
deputy county executive for human ser-
vices, denied the actions were racially mo-
tivated, “It has nothing to do with the past.”
he told the news media.

Fairfax County cancelled its $580,000
social services contract with GSCDC in
1996. An audit had discovered $155,400
in unpaid bills at the corporation. Since
1996, the county has directly funded and

operated all activities at the Gum Springs
Community Center. The GSCDC has disap-
peared and no organization has taken its
place.

TURNING POINT

In 1979, Fairfax County adopted a Neigh-
borhood Improvement Program and Con-
servation Plan for Gum Springs, the goal of
which was to preserve the area as a viable
residential community. Both the county
government and residents then seemed fo-
cused on the same objectives — maintain
Gum Springs’ historic place in the county
and improve life for its residents.

Yet as both the housing and general con-
ditions improved in Gum Springs, alert resi-
dents started noticing that outside builders
were buying parcels in the community.
Homeowners began to worry that the very
fabric of their neighborhood was slipping
away. “We as a black community are being
swallowed everywhere,” said Gladys
Quander Tancil in 1987. “We are being dis-
placed,” continued Tancil, a descendent of
a Mount Vernon slave. “Our land is being
sold to developers. And pretty soon, we just
won’t exist.”

Fairfax County carved out a segment of
the Conservation Plan area in 1990 to pave
the way for the construction of the Village
at Gum Springs. Officials set aside 20 of the
158 units for low-income buyers, but dis-
tributed the rights to purchase those units
by lottery. While the development was a step
up from a motel and trailer park that occu-
pied part of the land, this was the first ma-
jor housing project not aimed directly at
Gum Springs residents. Anyone could buy
a house there, and the advertisements for
the project never mentioned the history of
Gum Springs, touting only the convenient
location.

The Gums Springs Conservation Plan has
expired, and Gum Springs activists are
working with county staff to revitalize it.

For the last 15 years, people have been
moving into Gum Springs not because it has
been a sanctuary for freedmen or a refuge
from discrimination. They seemed to have
bought or built houses because the commu-
nity offered a nice place to live. An infor-
mal poll of a few residents of Mount
Woodley Manor and the Village at Gum
Springs supports the theory that many are
unaware of their neighborhood’s history.
Both areas are racially diverse and are closer
to the greater Mount Vernon district demo-
graphics.

Today, there are multiple pockets of new
“infill” houses throughout Gum Springs.
During the housing bubble of the 2000s,
builders would raze a bungalow and erect
three new homes in its place, and target
vacant lots for McMansions. A listing for

one in 2007 asked $900,000, an extraor-
dinary shift in Gum Springs real estate
values.

According to Queenie Cox, president of
the Gum Springs Civic Association, regular
participation in neighborhood activities
now seems to be limited to a group of what
she calls “seasoned” African-American resi-
dents, those with long family ties to the
community. She noted that representatives
of the Village and Mount Woodley Manor
had initially attended the civic association
meetings, but none do now.

“New residents aren’t interested in the
history of Gum Springs,” Cox said. “They
appear to be interested in living in a com-
munity that fits their lifestyle. Nothing
more.”

Both Cox and Chase believe that Gum
Springs can keep its cultural identity only
through a continuing struggle to educate
new residents about the community’s
unique past. “If we don’t keep trying,” Chase
said, “Gum Springs is headed for oblivion.”

“The success in Gum Springs must be a
mixed blessing,” concluded John Vlatch in
2007. He is a professor of American Stud-
ies and Anthropology at George Washing-
ton University, and a long-time observer of
Gum Springs. “They got what they wished
for, but at a cost. Gum Springs is just blend-
ing into the larger population.”

Gum Springs: A Slave’s Legacy, Part III

New homes on Saint Elliott Court contrast sharply with not only the
shanties of the 1960s but also many modest dwellings still scattered
about Gum Springs.

Ron Chase, president of the Gum
Springs Historical Society and
Museum, is worried that his
community will lose its cultural
identity.
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Building Blocks
Larry and Marina Dohm of Mount
Vernon with an igloo that they
built during this week’s snow
storm.

Creating Safe Routes to School
Cub Scout Pack 1504, sponsored by the Waynewood Elementary School,
shoveled snow from the approaches to Waynewood Elementary School
last weekend. At least 24 Scouts turned out, along with parents and
siblings, and at least one Boy Scout. The Saturday team shoveled over
two blocks of sidewalks along Waynewood Boulevard, and cut through
large piles of plowed snow to create crosswalks in several places. They
also shoveled a path to Door 3 of the school. The Sunday team cut addi-
tional crosswalks across Waynewood Boulevard, and finished shoveling
the sidewalk from the rear of the school to Potomac Lane. They also
shoveled parts of the sidewalk along that street, and cut some cross-
walks through piles of plowed snow.

F
or Mount Vernon homeowner
Linda Krieg, the forecast of a
three-foot snow didn’t pose a
threat. A resident of Chicago and

Milwaukee, the former Midwesterner was
all too familiar with blizzard conditions. But
an unexpected foot surgery three weeks ago
left Krieg in a boot that wasn’t meant for
navigating the rough weather.

Krieg found herself stuck indoors. With
her husband in Iraq, she had no company
aside from her two Siberian Huskies. She
previously prepared for her six weeks of
recovery, stocking up on groceries and cor-
responding with coworkers to run errands.
But when the Feb. 5 storm hit, messy roads
and piles from snowplows left Krieg out of
touch with the outside world.

“We’re just not used to having snow
storms of this volume here,” said Krieg. “I’m
stranded in the house.”

But as the inches accumulated, so did
Krieg’s hope. She glanced out her window
to see a neighboring family digging out her
100-foot driveway, after finishing four other
surrounding homes.  Since the storms have
hit, Krieg says her neighbors have returned
every night to check on her well being, walk
her dogs and do other simple tasks that she
cannot accomplish, like bringing in the
newspaper.

Krieg acknowledges that she has come to
depend on her neighbors during the inces-
sant snow, but she says their generosity has

Snow

Snowfall Measured in Gratitude
reaffirmed her belief that the storms can
bring out the best in people.

“They’re just wonderful,” Krieg said. “I
don’t know what I would do without them.”

— Ansley LaBarre
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The AARP Automobile Insurance Program is underwritten by Hartford Fire Insurance Company and its
affiliates, Hartford Plaza, Hartford CT 06115. AARP membership is required for Program eligibility in most
states. AARP and AARP Financial, Inc. receive from The Hartford payments for AARP’s license and intel-
lectual property for use by The Hartford and for services rendered in connection with the Program.
Amounts paid by The Hartford for this license are used for the general  purposes  of the Association and
its members. Applicants are individually underwritten and some may not qualify. Specific features, credits
and discounts may vary and may not be available in all states in accordance with state filings and appli-
cable law. The premiums in this Program include the costs associated with the advice and counsel that
your local agent provides. This product can be purchased directly from The Hartford without local agent
service and advice for 5% less.

107293

“Ask me about the AARP
Auto Insurance Program

from The Hartford.”
Now available in

your area!

LORI PEDERSON
PENTECO Insurance & Financial Services
Auto, Home, Life & Annuities
8000 Fort Hunt Road
Alexandria, VA 22308

LORI PEDERSON
PENTECO Insurance
& Financial Services

This auto insurance is
designed exclusively for
AARP members - and is

now available through your local
Hartford independent agent!

Call Today for your FREE,
no-obligation quote:

703-660-9090

News

Hyland’s ‘Virtual Tour’ This Saturday
S

upervisor Gerry Hyland is hosting his 23rd An-
nual Mount Vernon Town Meeting, this Satur-
day, Feb. 20, 7:45 a.m. – 1 p.m., in the Mount

Vernon High School “Little Theatre.”
The Exhibit area opens 7:45 a.m.  County agen-

cies and departments, non-profit organizations, and
cultural, historical, and political organizations will
be available to provide information and services.
More than 40 exhibitors will be present to provide
information and answer questions.

❖ The Fairfax County Department of Health will
be offering free H1N1 immunizations.

❖ Fairfax County SACC (School Age Child Care
Program) will be available to sign up children for
before and after elementary school care.

❖ The Office of Elections will be available for voter
registration or to assist with changes to registration.

❖ Find out more about organizations like the South-
east Fairfax Development Corporation, South Fairfax

Chamber of Commerce, Mount Vernon-Lee Chamber
of Commerce, South County Federation, and the
Mount Vernon Council of Citizen’s Associations.

❖ Find out more information about the County’s
Park programs, Independent Living Projects, Solid
Waste & Recycling.

Food and other needed items will be collected to
stock the United Community Ministries Food Pantry.
The most urgently needed items are: Canned meat
and tuna fish, canned soups, canned fruits and veg-
etables, canned beans, pasta, rice, tomato Sauce,
cereal, macaroni and cheese, peanut butter & jelly,
dry milk, baby food, diapers, small juice boxes, small
individual serving boxes of cereal, pop-top or peel-
off cans of meat, fruits and applesauce, small boxes
of raisins, disposable utensils, small toiletries and
paper & plastic grocery bags.

Used printer toner and ink cartridges will also be
collected for recycling.

J
ack Taylor, president of Alexandria Toyota, a
Toyota and Scion dealership in Alexandria, has
been honored for his nomination for the 2010

Time Magazine Dealer of the Year award.
Taylor was one of a select group of dealers from

across the country honored at the 93rd annual Na-
tional Automobile Dealers Association (NADA) Con-
vention & Exposition in Orlando this week. The an-
nouncement of this year’s Dealer of the Year and fi-
nalists was made by Mark Ford, president and group
publisher of Time Magazine, and Johann Finkelmeier,
vice president and general manager, Original Equip-
ment N.A. Consumer Tire, The Goodyear Tire & Rub-
ber Company, at the formal opening of the conven-
tion, which is attended by more than 25,000 indi-
viduals involved in the automobile industry.

Recipients of the Time Magazine Dealer of the Year
award are among the nation’s most successful auto
dealers, but they must also demonstrate a long-stand-
ing commitment to effective community service.

Taylor, 63, was chosen to represent both the Vir-
ginia Automobile Dealers Association and the Wash-
ington Area New Automobile Dealers Association in
the national competition; he is one of only 45 auto-
mobile dealers, from 17,000 nationwide, nominated
for the 41st annual award.

Taylor graduated from Fork Union (VA) Military
Academy in 1965, and went on to earn a bachelor of
science degree in history at Campbell University in
Buies Creek, N.C., in 1969. Taylor then served in the
United States Army in the Military Police Corp from

Time and Goodyear Honor Taylor
April 1970 to December
1971. He served in Viet-
nam, earning a Bronze Star
for meritorious service and
was honorably discharged.
Upon his return from the
Vietnam War, Taylor went
to work for Bill Page Toyota
in Falls Church in April
1972, starting in sales.

In October 1973, Taylor
bought Hunter Motors with
his partner Frank Page and

changed its name to Alexandria Toyota. Eleven years
later, Taylor bought out Page and became sole owner
of the dealership he has led ever since; a dealership
that’s earned the Toyota President’s Award every year
since the honor was instituted in 1986.

“I also enjoy supporting my community,” said Tay-
lor, who has a track record of supporting civic and
charitable organizations with his time, money and
effort. From 2006-’08, Alexandria Toyota donated
more than $715,000 to local charities and non-prof-
its, most of which benefited children and educational
organizations.

For his good works, Taylor has won numerous
awards, including the Alexandria Business Philan-
thropy Award, the Heart of the Community Award
from the Hopkins House, the YMCA Strong Commu-
nities Award and the Passion for Caring Award pre-
sented by Capital Hospice.

Jack Taylor



6  ❖  Mount Vernon Gazette  ❖  February 18-24, 2010 www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

Opinion
www.MountVernonGazette.com

Newspaper of Mount Vernon

An independent, locally owned weekly
newspaper delivered

to homes and businesses.
1606 King Street

Alexandria, Virginia 22314

NEWS DEPARTMENT:
To discuss ideas and concerns,

Call: 703--778-9410
e-mail:

gazette@connectionnewspapers.com

Steven Mauren
Editor, 703-778-9415

smauren@connectionnewspapers.com

Michael Lee Pope
Reporter, 703-778-9437

alexandriagazette@yahoo.com

Steve Hibbard
Associate Editor, 703-778-9412

shibbard@connectionnewspapers.com

Julia O’Donoghue
Education & Politics, 703-778-9436

jodonoghue@connectionnewspapers.com

Ken Moore
Courts & Projects, 703-917-6417

kmoore@connectionnewspapers.com

Jon Roetman
Sports Editor, 703-224-3015

jroetman@connectionnewspapers.com

ADVERTISING:
To place an advertisement, call the ad

department between 9 a.m. and
 5 p.m., Monday - Friday.

Display ads 703-778-9410
Classified ads 703-778-9411
Employment ads 703-778-9413

Julie Ferrill
Display Advertising, 703-778-9446
jferrill@connectionnewspapers.com

Ginger Krup
Display Advertising, 703-778-9447
gkrup@connectionnewspapers.com

Andrea Smith
Classified Advertising, 703-778-9411
asmith@connectionnewspapers.com

Barbara Parkinson
Employment Advertising

703-778-9413
bparkinson@connectionnewspapers.com

Publisher
Jerry Vernon

Editor & Publisher
Mary Kimm

Editor in Chief
Steven Mauren
Photography:

Louise Krafft, Robbie Hammer
Art/Design:

Geovani Flores, Laurence Foong,
John Heinly, Wayne Shipp,

John Smith
Production Manager:

Jean Card

Editor Emeritus:
Mary Anne Weber

CIRCULATION: 703-778-9427
Circulation Manager:

Ann Oliver

CONNECTION NEWSPAPERS,
L.L.C.

Peter Labovitz
President/CEO

Mary Kimm
Publisher/Chief Operating Officer

703-778-9433
mkimm@connectionnewspapers.com

Jerry Vernon
Publisher/Executive Vice President

jvernon@connectionnewspapers.com

Wesley DeBrosse
Controller

Debbie Funk
National Sales, 703-778-9444

debfunk@connectionnewspapers.com

A Connection Newspaper

A cardinal and a finch rest together on a ledge near Mt. Vernon Memorial Highway during last
week’s heavy snowfall.Snapshot
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By Sharon Bulova

S
everal years ago, on a freez-
ing February morning, I
rode the VRE into Washing-
ton, D.C. for a Council of

Governments meeting. As I was leav-
ing Union Station, I noticed a
middle-aged woman, with sacks of
belongings and bedding gathered
around her. She was clearly a per-
son with mental illness, muttering to herself
and batting the air at imaginary objects.

I remember thinking, “I’m so glad I live in
Fairfax County. We have social services pro-
grams that would help someone like this
woman.” But later that week, while jogging
down an old alignment of a road near my
home, I spotted a tent tucked way back in the
woods. It was a homeless person’s encamp-
ment.

Fairfax County has established a “hypother-
mia program” to shelter homeless individuals
during the cold winter months. The program
is a partnership among county agencies, area
houses of worship and nonprofit organizations.
The hypothermia program has served to crys-
tallize how inadequate our human services
network is for dealing with homelessness.

In March 2008, our Board of Su-
pervisors endorsed a “Housing First”
strategy to end homelessness as we
know it. Working with houses of
worship and charitable organiza-
tions, Fairfax County has adopted a
strategy for making sure people in
our community have a roof over

their heads and receive the help they need to
get back on their feet.

At our Jan. 26 meeting, the Board of Super-
visors approved a new Housing Blueprint to
address the challenge of ensuring there is ac-
cessible, affordable housing for all members
of our community. Affordable housing was a
key topic when the Board considered our cur-
rent Fiscal Year 2010 budget and the Board
dedicated considerable time to discussing hous-
ing issues at our post-budget retreat last June.

At the retreat, we agreed that our housing
programs must emphasize serving those with
the greatest needs, that affordable housing
represents a spectrum of needs, and that we
can be most effective in accomplishing these
goals by working with Faith Community and
non-profit partners in the community.

The Housing Blueprint is a strategy for ad-
dressing these priorities and represents a new
direction compared to the previous policy of
preservation. The new goals stated in the Blue-
print are comprehensive: to end homelessness
in 10 years, to provide affordable housing op-
tions to those with special needs, to cut the
waiting lists for affordable housing in half over
10 years, and to produce workforce housing
to accommodate projected job growth.

The Blueprint is the product of impressive
collaboration by county agencies, concerned
citizens, houses of worship and local non-prof-
its. Because of the metrics it includes, the Blue-
print sets short and long term goals and can
be used to evaluate our programs.

TO VIEW the Housing Blueprint, please visit
http://www.e-ffordable.org/.

If you would like more information, or would
like to volunteer in efforts to address
homelessness, the County’s Office to End
Homelessness can be reached by going to
http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/homeless.

Sharon Bulova is chairman of the Fairfax
County Board of Supervisors

Ending homelessness, moving beyond
preservation of affordable housing.

New Housing Blueprint
Blueprint Highlights

Resolved: End homelessness; provide affordable
housing options to those with special needs; cut the
waiting lists for affordable housing in half; produce
workforce housing to accommodate projected job
growth.Guest Editorial

Police Review
Board Needed
To the Editor:

Recently I proposed that the
Fairfax County Board of Supervi-
sors appoint a Citizens Police Re-
view Board to review citizens’
complaints alleging police miscon-
duct. I directed a letter to Mt.
Vernon District Supervisor Gerald
Hyland, Chair of the Board of

Supervisor’s Public Safety Com-
mittee, who informed me “There
is already sufficient review of po-
lice actions in the county,” but he
would bring this to the attention
of the Mt. Vernon Council of Citi-
zens Associations (NVCCA) I have
recently learned the MVCCA also
“felt there is already sufficient re-
view of police actions in the county
and a citizen review board is not
necessary.”

I believe the MVCCA should

have extended me an invitation to
present my position regarding this
matter. However, as the public
safety representative for my com-
munity on the MVCCA for many
years, I fully understand the
MVCCA often makes its decisions
with little input regarding issues
that impact our community.

As a matter of interest, I find the
FBI is conducting an investigation
of the Nov. 13, 2009 police shoot-
ing death of David Masters, a

former Green Beret and Vietnam
veteran who was unarmed and an
alleged petty larceny suspect here
in the Mt. Vernon district. Of con-
cern to many Fairfax County resi-
dents is the WTOP report dated
Jan. 30, 2010 which reports “Since
2005 nine people have been killed
in

Fairfax County Police-involved
shootings. Twelve people have

Letters to the Editor

See Letters,  Page 9
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2204 Mt. Vernon Avenue Alexandria, Virginia
703-836-1700 www.delraypharmacy.com

Come by or call us today!

• Major insurance plans accepted, including Medicare.

• Most co-pays equal to those in chain pharmacies.

• Transfer prescriptions over the phone.

Thanks to the quality care you receive

from The Neighborhood Pharmacy.

Put your heart (and health) in our trusted hands.
Visit us anytime for a free medication review
and to learn about our expansive selection of
medication products for you and your pet. We also
welcome special orders and offer free delivery.

From Page 9
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Letters to the Editor

See Letters,  17

been wounded.” More recently
on Feb. 11, 2010 the Washington
Post reported “Fairfax Police Knew
That Man Shot by Officer is Men-
tally Ill.”

Many cities across our nation,
including Washington D.C., have
established an “Office of Police
Complaints” which affords its citi-
zens an effective, efficient, and a
fair and unbiased system for citi-
zens to file complaints against
police officers where there is an
allegation of misconduct.

The nationwide trend to afford
citizens the opportunity to seek
redress for alleged police miscon-
duct cases is headed by the Na-
tional Association for Civilian
Oversight of Law Enforcement
(NACOLE), which is a non-profit
organization that brings together
individuals and agencies working
to establish or improve oversight
of law enforcement in the United
States.

As a retired law enforcement
officer, I firmly believe most po-
lice officers perform their duties
with diligence, devotion and sen-
sitivity. However, from time to
time, some police officers do not

act in accordance with the high
standards of conduct that the
people in every community have
a right to expect.

Hopefully, the citizens of Fairfax
County will support my efforts to
establish a Citizens Police Review
Board.

I firmly believe “We need the
police and the police need us.”

Nicholas R. Beltrante
Mt. Vernon resident

Lazy and
Inconsiderate
To the Editor:

First, I’d like to express my ap-
preciation for the vast majority of
neighbors who have stepped up to
shovel their driveways and side-
walks in a very timely manner.
These individuals, young and old,
fit and physically challenged, rep-
resent the American ideal of com-
munity, true citizens working for
the greater good. These are good
people coming from all walks of
life. On the other hand, I am ab-
solutely amazed by the small num-
ber of individuals I know who have
not shoveled their sidewalks (none

By Scott A. Surovell

Delegate (D-44)

L
ast week we had a big victory in
protecting funding for Fairfax
County’s Public Schools. Gover
nor Bob McDonnell announced

his opposition to former Governor Kaine’s
proposal to “freeze” the “rebenchmarking”
or readjustment of the local composite in-
dex (LCI), part of the funding formula that
determines state funding of local schools. If Kaine’s
decision goes into effect, it will cost us about $61
million or $438,000 per Fairfax County school. I am
working to prevent these cuts and enact Governor

McDonnell’s proposal.
I have been consistently clear in

opposing freezing the LCI. Hundreds
of Fairfax County residents, includ-
ing a particularly dedicated group of

parents from the Stratford Landing area, have lob-
bied the Governor and state legislators to prevent
these cuts. While the existing formula does not ben-
efit Fairfax County, it does avoid biennial regional
warfare and provides some measure of predictabil-
ity. Governor McDonnell’s decision was the right
decision for Virginia and I applaud him.

However, preliminary reports are that budget ne-
gotiators are discussing a $700 million cut from el-
ementary-secondary education. These cuts could
generate opposition from other localities that are
more dependent on the state’s money (really mostly
Northern Virginia’s money) and these jurisdictions
will start to face the same kind of pain Fairfax County
has been discussing recently. Do not be surprised if
the rebenchmarking issue gets put back on the table.

The Fairfax County schools’ budget hole
is still massive — over $100 million — with
more state budget cuts about to hit. Nearly
60 percent of the Mount Vernon families
who responded to my survey said that their
number one priority is protecting elemen-
tary-secondary education funding. I will
fight any effort to reduce our public school
funds and continue to look for ways to fund
our schools and do so without relying so
heavily on residential real estate taxes.

This week, we start work on the Senate’s bills and
the state budget. This budget is the worst we have
seen since the Great Depression and the 44th Dis-
trict has some of the highest concentrations of people
most likely to be affected. I expect proposals like
massive “cuts” in Medicaid, the federal-state program
providing health care to disabled and low-income
people, and even more proposals to cut college fund-
ing.

These changes are not “cuts” but are simply shifts
of government responsibilities to Mount Vernon’s
middle-class families in the form of higher tuition,
higher insurance costs and a raft of fees for students’
tests, sports and activities. I will fight as hard as I
can against these efforts to dismantle what have tra-
ditionally been community responsibilities.

Finally, please visit my blog, The Dixie Pig, at
scottsurovell.blogspot.com for three to four more
articles per week and many of my floor speeches.
You can also comment on legislation, set up a meet-
ing or request a Capitol tour at
www.scottsurovell.org. Good government requires
your input so please communicate with me so I can
best represent your concerns in the General Assem-
bly. It is an honor to serve as your state delegate.

State Budget Crisis Looms

Richmond

Report

of whom are physically or eco-
nomically unable to get the job
done) despite the public pleadings
by Fairfax County to do so. I am
also amazed at the few individu-
als who decided to drive their cars
into the streets to brush them off,
leaving piles of snow in the street.
This would be OK, I guess, if we
had frequent snow removal as in
the northern states, but in Virginia
where snowplows come once a
day (if we’re lucky), this strikes me
as lazy and inconsiderate. What if
we all cleaned off our cars in the
street? What goes on in their
heads?

I am also amazed by the num-
ber of people who want to drive
on the roads before the plows
come despite public pleadings to
stay off the roads. These individu-
als make it far more difficult for
the tiny contractor plows to clear
our roads because they compact
the snow and create icy spots. We
had a 7-day notice before the big
storm, so there was no reason to
need to go to the grocery, etc. af-
ter the storm came. Medical emer-
gencies and job requirements
would be the only compelling rea
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Dr. Tish Howard,
principal at Washing-
ton Mill Elementary,
and school staff shovel
bus stops and side-
walks in the Sacra-
mento area of Rich-
mond Highway to help
with snow removal
efforts for Fairfax
County Public Schools.
Washington Mill PTA
took care of the east
side of Route 1 in the
Mount Vernon area.

Beware
Sue Lord and Jim
Whittaker of Justin
Road hope their
mail carrier won’t
be scared off by
this “alligator”
sculpture created
by Peter Whittaker.

Shoveling for Students’ Safety

Snow
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The 24th Annual Wammies Award Show
is Sunday, Feb. 28 at 8 p.m. at The State
Theatre in Falls Church. Tickets are $35/
non-WAMA Member, $20/WAMA Mem-
bers, and $15/nominees.

To purchase tickets or for more infor-
mation on sponsor/patron tables go to:
www.wamadc.com,  or call 703-368-
3300.

This year’s WAMA performers Include:
Afro Bop Alliance, Bela Dona, Tabi
Bonney, Martí Brom, Elikeh, Hotspur,
Patty Reese Band, Rosslyn Mountain
Boys, and The Dede Wyland Band. Seth
Kibel & the DC Time Machine will be the
pit band.

The pre-Wammie VIP Reception with
The Esther Haynes Group, sponsored by
the Falls Church News-Press, will be held
at Argia’s, Falls Church.

An After-Event Party with Jr. Cline and
the Recliners will be held at Bangkok
Blues, Falls Church, starting at 11:30 p.m.

Awards will be given in the following
categories: A Cappella, Big Band/ Swing,
Bluegrass, Blues / Traditional R & B,
Cabaret / Musical Theater, Children’s Mu-
sic, Choral, Classical, Country,
Electronica, Folk - Contemporary, Folk -
Traditional, Go Go, Gospel / Inspira-
tional, Jazz, Latin, Rap / Hip Hop,
Reggae, Modern Rock, Pop Rock, Roots
Rock, Urban Contemporary, and World
Music.

 For a full list of the nominees, go to: http://
wamadc.com/wama/wammies/wnoms24.htm.

❖ MUSICIAN OF THE YEAR
Brian Simms
Chris Watling
Danny Knicely
Frédérick Yonnet
Jon Carroll
Mike Woods
Yuliya Gorenman

❖ ARTIST OF THE YEAR (Solo/Duo/Group)
Afro Bop Alliance
Billy Coulter
Fools & Horses
Honky Tonk Confidential
Margot MacDonald
Patty Reese
Raheem DeVaughn
Tabi Bonney
Wale

❖ NEW ARTIST OF THE YEAR (Solo/Duo/
Group)
Be’la Dona
Diamond District
Hotspur
L’ Tanya Mari’
Monako
The Sweater Set

❖ ALBUM OF THE YEAR
Ake Doni Doni - Take it Slow / Cheick Hamala Diabate
Americana Express / Ruthie & the Wranglers
The Caribbean Jazz Project / Afro Bop Alliance
Gold Rush / Crash Boom Bang
Keep the Light On / Dede Wyland
Peace, Love and Coffee / The Alexandria Kleztet
Putty and Paint / Tommy Lepson
Stong Medicine / Patty Reese
Walls / Margot MacDonald
You Should Know Better By Now / Hotspur

❖ WAMA/SAW SONGWRITER OF THE YEAR
Billy Coulter
Cheick Hamala Diabate
Joe Mach
Karl Straub
Lori Kelley
Luke Brindley
Massama Dogo
Matt Hutchison
Patty Reese

2009 WAMMIE Awards on Sunday, Feb. 28

Nominations

The NRG Olympic Passport Challenge
6 restaurants. 6 countries. Visit them all and let the games begin.

N
ow that the Olympic Games have begun, Old Town
is seized by a serious case of Olympic fever. To cel-
ebrate the spirit and since we can’t be in Canada,

the Neighborhood Restaurant Group has created a fun crawl
around town.

Here’s how it works: From now through the closing cer-
emonies, each of these restaurants will adopt a country dur-
ing the games and offer both food and drink inspired by that
country.

Patrons need only visit any one of the restaurants, ask for a
passport, then dine around at the others gathering a stamp at
each along the way. Collect all six, and patrons will receive a
$50 gift certificate.

From there, three medalists will be selected at random from
all completed passports. The Gold Medalist will be awarded a
$150 gift certificate, the Silver Medalist a $100 gift certifi-
cate, and the Bronze Medalist a $75 gift certificate.

All three medalists will be announced during the “closing
ceremonies” in Del Ray. On Sunday, Feb. 28, an outdoor block
party featuring an Olympic oyster roast complete with heated
tents will be held at the Evening Star Café from 1 to 6 p.m.

Expect a day’s worth of good food, fine wine, craft beers,
good friends and neighbors and plenty of fun. There’s no fee
to attend — oysters, red apron hot dogs, beer, wine, coffee
and much more will all be priced individually anywhere from
$3 to $12.

The Evening Star Cafe

Team United States

2000 Mt. Vernon Ave. Alexandria
www.eveningstarcafe.net

Featuring: Will’s All-American Waffle Burger, The Five B
Vermilion Restaurant is representing Team Italy, at 1120
King Street, Alexandria.

Stinger (Black Angus Beef Burger with
Blue, Bacon and Buffalo Sauce on
Jalapeno and Cheddar Biscuit), Barnard
Griffin Merlot from Washington State,
Pale Ale from Philadelphia’s Yard’s
Brewing Company.

Columbia Firehouse

Team Russia

109 South St. Asaph, Alexandria
www.columbiafirehouse.com

Featuring: Shortrib Beef Stroganoff
with Housemade Egg Noodles, Moscow
Mule Cocktail (Vodka, Ginger Beer and
Lime), House Infused Pepper Vodka.

Vermilion

Team Italy

1120 King Street, Alexandria
www.vermilionrestaurant.com

Featuring: Four Cheese Ravioli with
Path Valley Farms’ Red & Orange Beets
and Walnut Froth,  Blood Orange
Negroni (Gin Campari & Sweet Ver-
mouth), Fernando Canavase Rosso “La
Torazza” from Piedmont, Italy.

ChurchKey

Team Canada

1337 14th Street NW, Washington,
D.C.

www.birchandbarley.com

Featuring: Poutine (ChurchKey’s
Handcut Fries topped with Cheddar
Curds and Sausage Gravy, A selection
of Canadian draft beers from a trio of
great Quebecois brewers including Trou
de Diable’s Imperatrice Stout.
ChurchKey is the only establishment in
the USA offering this rare beer!

Rustico

Team Germany

827 Slaters Lane, Alexandria
www.rusticorestaurant.com

Featuring: Pork Schnitzel with Wild
Mushroom Spaetzle, Selection of Ger-
man beers including Ettaler Curator
Doppelbock, Augustine Brau Lager and
more.

Tallula / EatBar

Team Poland

2761 Washington Blvd. Arlington
www.tallularestaurant.com

Featuring: Housemade Potato Pierogi
stuffed with Potatoes, Kielbasa and
Cheese, Polish Beers by Zywiec, The
Polish Hat Trick (A Pierogi, Zywiec La-
ger and shot of Belvedere vodka.

Neighborhood Restaurant Group
2000 Mt. Vernon Avenue
Alexandria
www.neighborhoodrestaurantgroup.com

MARCH 5-APRIL 11
“The Light in the Piazza.” Sunday, Tuesday

and Wednesday evenings at 7:30 p.m.;
Thursday, Friday and Saturday evenings at 8
p.m. Saturday and Sunday matinees at 2 p.m.
Tickets range from $25 to $74. Tickets may be
purchased online at ArenaStage.org, by phone at
202-488-3300. At Arena Stage in Crystal City,
1800 S. Bell St., Arlington.

Photo by Scott Suchman

From left:  Nicholas Rodriguez as
Fabrizio and Margaret Anne Flo-
rence as Clara in the upcoming
Arena Stage musical “The Light in
the Piazza” March 5 - April 11,
2010.

Arts ❖ Entertainment

 ❖ Leisure
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Royal Restaurant
The

Dine in or call ahead and your dinner will be ready for pick up.

Dinner hours 2:30-9:30pm
730 North Saint Asaph Street

Alexandria, VA 22314
(703) 548-1616

Ample Free Parking

(now smoke free)

“What’s for Dinner?!”
You don’t have to think too hard, let us solve this classic question.

In addition to our award winning menu, we have added
some popular specials that add variety for everybody taste.

Real food, for real people at reasonable prices.

Monday - Kids Night
Burger Night (Kids eat 1/2 price) Each child must be accompanied by adult having entree.

Tuesday - Greek Night
Lamb Marinated and Roasted for 3 hours,
Athenian Roast Chicken, Moussaka!

Wednesday - All American Night
Meatloaf, Chicken Fried Chicken. Va. Ham

Thursday - Italian Night
Lasagna, Chicken Alfredo, Calamari

Friday - Fish Night
Crab Cakes, Shrimp & Scallops over penne pasta with white sauce

Saturday -Steak and Chop Night
Prime Rib, Lamb, Surf and Turf, Pork Chops, and Moussaka

Sunday
Brunch served 7am - 2pm

Sunday, Feb.21, 2010 at 3 P.M.

Next Concert: Brandenburg Festival, Nov. 20 & 22 at 7:30 p.m.
St. Patrick’s Episcopal Church, Washington

Next Concert: May 2, 2010 at 3 p.m.
George Washington Masonic Memorial
101 Callahan Drive, Alexandria, VA

SCHUMANN: Ov, Scherzo & Finale
TEIE: Flute Concerto

(WORLD PREMIERE)
   Alice Kogan Weinreb, flute
SCHUBERT: Symphony #4

Calendar

E-mail announcements to the Gazette,
gazette@connectionnewspapers.com. Pho-
tos and artwork are encouraged. Deadline
is Thursday at noon for the following week’s
paper. Call Steve Hibbard at 703-778-9412
with questions.

FRIDAY AFTERNOONS
Tea Dances. 1-3:15 p.m. Group class

from 1-1:30 p.m. Ballroom, Latin and
Swing music. $11/person. At the
Dance Studio Lioudmila, 18 Roth
Street, 2nd Floor (off Duke Street),
Alexandria. Call 703-751-8868.

THURSDAY/FEB. 18
Heart Art. 6-9 p.m. Rescheduled. Free.

Flowers and Candy, Printmaking
Demonstration, Target Gallery
Reception from 6-8 p.m. At the
Torpedo Factory Art Center, 105 N.
Union St., Alexandria. Visit
www.torpedofactory.org; 703-838-
4565.

FRIDAY/FEB. 19
Music for Brass. 8 p.m. Free. Presented

by the U.S. Air Force Band Chamber
Players. At the George Washington
Masonic National Memorial, 101
Callahan Drive, Alexandria. Call 202-
767-5658 or visit
www.usafband.af.mil.

FEB. 19-20
“Cinderella.” Friday, Feb. 19 and

Saturday, Feb. 20 at 2:30 p.m. and
7:30 p.m. Tickets are $5. At Carl
Sandburg Middle School. Call 703-
799-6204.

SATURDAY, FEB. 20
Hike to Find Wetland Waterfowl. 2-

4 p.m. Walk the boardwalk to the
observation tower at Huntley Meadows
Park in search of green-winged teals,
pintails, swamp sparrows and winter
wrens. Cost is $6 per person. At
Huntley Meadows Park, 3701
Lockheed Blvd., in Alexandria. Call
703-768-2525.

All A-Buzz About Bees. 5-6:30 p.m.
Discover what you can do to attract
bees to your garden. Fee is $6 per
person. Huntley Meadows Visitor
Center is located at 3701 Lockheed
Blvd., in Alexandria. Call 703-768-
2525.

Gift of Giving Benefit. 7:30 p.m.
Sponsored by the Alexandria Choral
Society. Tickets are $125/person or
$1,000 per 8-person table. All net
proceeds from the 1st Annual Gift of
Giving benefit will be donated to The
Preston Robert Tisch Brain Tumor
Center at Duke University in Durham,
NC, and designated for children’s brain
cancer research. At Belle Haven
Country Club, Alexandria. Email ACS
President Donna Kamm at
dmbk99@gmail.com.

Multicultural Showcase to
Celebrate Black History Month.
5-9 p.m. Free. Special guests and
performers: Mayor William Euille, D.C.
Step Team, Unique Praise Dance,
gospel singers, rappers, and other
artists. At the Charles Houston Rec
Center, 901 Wythe Street, Alexandria.

Tapas Tasting. 10:30 a.m.-12 p.m. You
may never serve cheese and crackers
again! These delicious and varied little
dishes are a centuries-old tradition in
Spain and gaining in popularity here.
$22. At Green Springs Gardens. Call
703-941-7987 to register.

Swordsmen’s Rendezvous. 11 a.m. to
4:30 p.m. Re-enactment of 18th-
century swordplay and a display and
discussion of 18th-century weapons.
Swordsmen tours are scheduled every
half hour between 11 a.m. and 4:30
p.m., with each tour lasting one hour.
Admission is $6/person. Call 703-746-
4242. At Gadsby’s Tavern Museum,
134 North Royal St., Alexandria. Visit
www.gadsbystavern.org.

SUNDAY, FEB. 21
Separated? Divorced? Widowed?

5:30-8 p.m. The Rebuilding Program
helps people who are separated,
divorced or widowed and want to
move on with their lives. $45
registration fee. Meets at St. Martin De
Porres Center, Alexandria. Call Carie
Schaffer at 703-519-1751.

St. Patrick’s Day Parade Fund-
Raiser. 4 p.m. At Pat Troy’s Ireland’s
Own to support Alexandria’s March 6
St. Patrick’s Day Parade. Will include
two pipe bands, a variety of
entertainers, silent and loud auctions
and a raffle.

A Celebration of African-American
Art. 3 p.m. With Youtha Hardman-
Cromwell and Friends, Joe Burden and
Company, Alfred Street Baptist Church
Voices of Triumph, Trinity Chancel
Choir. At Trinity United Methodist
Church, 2911 Cameron Mill Road,
Alexandria. Call 703-549-5500 x103.
Visit www.trinityalexandria.org.

Eclipse Chamber Orchestra. 3 p.m.
David Teie’s Flute Concerto, featuring
soloist Alice Kogan Weinreb.
Conducted by Music Director Sylvia
Alimena and also features Schumann’s
Overture, Scherzo and Finale and
Schubert’s Symphony #4 in C Minor, D
47 “Tragic”.  General admission is $25,
seniors $20, students $5. At the George
Washington Masonic National
Memorial, 101 Callahan Drive,
Alexandria. Call 703-635-2770.

Washington Metropolitan
Philharmonic. 7:30 p.m. Free
admissions, donations accepted.
(Rescheduled) Pre-concert lecture at
6:45 p.m. Ulysses S. James, Music
Director. At T.C. Williams High School,
3330 King Street, Alexandria.

Marine Chamber Orchestra. 2 p.m.
At the Rachel M. Schlesinger Concert
Hall, NVCC, 3001 North Beauregard
St., Alexandria. Call 703-845-6156 or
www.schlesingercenter.com.

Bulbs as Companion Plants. 1:30-
3pm. Whether starting a new garden
or adding to an existing one, Brent
Heath teaches you how to combine
bulbs, perennials, annuals, ground
covers and flowering shrubs to create
just the feeling you want for four
seasons in your garden. $10. At Green
Springs Gardens. Call 703-642-5173 to
register.

Jazz Jam. 7 p.m. Featuring the Rick
Whitehead Trio. $10 admission,
musicians $5.  At the Episcopal Church
of the Resurrection, 2280 N.
Beauregard St., Alexandria. Call 703-
768-5821.

MONDAY/FEB. 22
Tavern Toddlers. 10:30 a.m. to noon.

Open playtime in Gadsby’s historic
ballroom. For toddlers (walkers

through 36 months) and their
caregivers. Cost is $7 for a group of
three, which must include one adult, or
purchase a 5-week pass for $30. Call
703-746-4242. Or visit
www.gadsbystavern.org.

TUESDAY/FEB. 23
Introduction to Figure Drawing. 2-5

p.m. At the Del Ray Artisans gallery,
2704 Mount Vernon Ave., Alexandria.
$12/DRA members, $16/nonmembers.
Space is limited; register by Feb. 19 at
https://secure.delrayartisans.org/ssl/
figuredraw.htm.  Question? Katherine
Rand at 703-836-1468 or
katherine@katherinerand.com.

What is Classical Education? 7 p.m.
Join Alexandria’s Jr. K - 8th Classical
Academy, Immanuel Lutheran School,
for a program on Classical Education,
featuring Dr. Gene Edward Veith Jr.
Immanuel is located at 1801 Russell
Road. Contact Peg Zensinger at
margaret.zensinger@immanuelalexandria.org
or 703-549-7323.

WEDNESDAY/FEB. 24
The Rite of Calligraphy. 7 p.m.

Lecture and demonstration with noted
author and calligrapher Cecil H.
Uyehara, who has lectured,
demonstrated and exhibited his works
at premier art galleries around the
United States. At the Torpedo Factory
Art Center, 105 N. Union St.
Alexandria. Call 703-838-4565,
www.torpedofactory.org.

The Amazing Journey of the Red
Knot. 7:30 p.m. Free. The speaker,
Darin Schroeder of the American Bird
Conservancy, will discuss the
shorebird, the Red Knot, which
makes one of the longest migrations
in the world.  Presented by The
Friends of Dyke Marsh. At Huntley
Meadows Park Visitors’ Center, 3701
Lockheed Blvd., Alexandria.  Call
703-768-2525.

THURSDAY/FEB. 25
Life on Death Row. 7-9 p.m. Free.

Mr. Shujaa Graham will speak on his
experience on death row for a crime
he did not commit. Terri Steinberg,
mother of a boy on death row in
Virginia, will also speak. At Epiphany
Lutheran Church, 5521 Old Mill
Road, Alexandria. Call 703-768-
2380.

Oscar Night Gala. 7-10 p.m. First
annual gala benefitting the Center for
Alexandria’s Children, a public
private partnership dedicated to the
elimination of child abuse in the City
of Alexandria. At Belle Haven
Country Club, 6023 Fort Hunt Road,
Alexandria. Tickets are $125. Call
703-746-6008. Visit
www.centerforalexandriaschildren.org.

FEB. 19, 20, 21
“The Canterville Ghost.” Showtimes are Feb. 19 and 20 at 7:30 p.m. and Feb.

21 at 3 p.m. Presented by the Mount Vernon Community Children’s Theater. At
Heritage Presbyterian Church. Tickets are $8/students and seniors, $10/adults.
Call 703-360-0686 or www.MVCCT.org.
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Visit These Houses of Worship
Join A Club, Make New Friends, or Expand Your Horizons...

Good Shepherd
Catholic Church

Mass Schedule
Saturday Evening
5:00 pm; 6:30 pm (en Español)

Sunday
7:30; 9:00; 10:30 am; 12:00 Noon
2:00 pm (en Español)
6:30 pm Mass (Starts Sept. 13)

8710 Mount Vernon Highway, Alexandria VA, 22309
Tel: 703-780-4055 Fax: 703-360-5385  www.gs-cc.org

Loving as Christ loves, serving as Christ serves

Weekdays
(Mass or Communion Service)
9:00 am (followed by Rosary)
Children’s Liturgy of the Word
Sundays (Sept.-July) during 9:00 am
Mass (English)
Sign Language Interpreter
Sunday at 9:00 am Mass

HERITAGE PRESBYTERIAN…703-360-9546
MT. VERNON PRESBYTERIAN…703-765-6118

WESTMINSTER PRESBYTERIAN
CHURCH…703-549-4766

CHURCHES—UNITED METHODIST
ALDERSGATE UNITED METHODIST...703-765-6555

BEVERLY HILLS COMMUNITY
 UNITED METHODIST...703-836-2406

DEL RAY UNITED METHODIST CHURCH...703-549-2088
FAIRLINGTON UNITED METHODIST

CHURCH....703-671-8557
ROBERTS MEMORIAL UNITED METHODIST

CHURCH...703-836-7332
ST. ANDREW’S UNITED METHODIST

CHURCH…..703-751-4666
TRINITY UNITED METHODIST CHURCH…703-549-5500

WASHINGTON FARM UNITED
METHODIST...703-780-4696

WASHINGTON STREET UNITED
METHODIST CHURCH…703-836-4324

CHURCHES—UNITARIAN
MT. VERNON UNITARIAN...703-765-5950

CHURCHES—UNITY
UNITY IN ALEXANDRIA…703-931-8507

SYNAGOGUES
AGUDAS ACHIM CONGREGATION…703-998-6460

SYNAGOGUES—ORTHODOX
CHABAD LUVAVITCH OF

ALEXANDRIA-ARLINGTON…703-370-2774

SYNAGOGUES—REFORM
BETH EL HEBREW CONGREGATION…703-370-9400

THE CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST
OF LATTER-DAY SAINTS

ALEXANDRIA I WARD...703-683-7577
ALEXANDRIA II WARD...703-549-9891

COLONIAL II SINGLES WARD...703-313-6249
OLD TOWN SPANISH WARD...703-519-9545

BELLE HAVEN WARD...703-780-4789
KINGSTOWNE WARD...703-313-6140
FRANCONIA WARD...703-313-6147
MT. VERNON WARD...703-780-9577

SALVATION ARMY
ALEXANDRIA  CITADEL ....703-836-2427

UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST
HOPE UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST...703-960-8772

CHURCHES—AFRICAN METHODIST
EPISCOPAL ZION

ALLEYNE AME ZION CHURCH…703-548-3888

CHURCHES—ANGLICAN
CHRIST THE SAVIOR... 703-953-2854

ST. ANDREW & ST. MARGARET
OF SCOTLAND… 703-683-3343

CHURCHES—APOSTOLIC
LOVE OF CHRIST CHURCH…703-518-4404

CHURCHES—BAPTIST
ALFRED STREET BAPTIST CHURCH…703-683-2222

COMMONWEALTH BAPTIST CHURCH…703-548-8000
DEL RAY BAPTIST CHURCH…703-549-8116

DOWNTOWN BAPTIST CHURCH…703-549-5544
FIRST AGAPE BAPTIST

COMMUNITY OF FAITH…703-519-9100
FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH OF ALEXANDRIA…703-684-3720
PROVIDENCE- ST. JOHN BAPTIST CHURCH…703-683-2565

SHILOH BAPTIST…703-683-4573
MT. PLEASANT BAPTIST CHURCH...703-256-1239

VICTORY TEMPLE…703-370-2233
PLYMOUTH HAVEN BAPTIST...703-360-4370

CHURCHES—BRETHREN
 GRACE BRETHREN CHURCH…703-548-1808

ALEXANDRIA CHURCH OF GOD...703-548-5084

BUDDHISM
THE VAJRAYOGINI BUDDHIST CENTER...202-331-2122

CHURCHES—ROMAN CATHOLIC
GOOD SHEPHERD

CATHOLIC CHURCH…703-780-4055
ST. JOSEPH CATHOLIC CHURCH…703-836-3725
ST. LOUIS CATHOLIC CHURCH…703-765-4421
ST. MARY CATHOLIC CHURCH…703-836-4100

CHURCHES—CHRISTIAN
HIS KINGDOM MINISTRIES... 703-313-5029

FIRST CHRISTIAN OF ALEXANDRIA
CHURCH... 703-549-3911

 CHURCHES—CHRISTIAN SCIENCE
FIRST CHURCH OF CHRIST SCIENTIST

ALEXANDRIA...703-549-7973
CHRISTIAN SCIENCE CHURCH

MT. VERNON...703-768-2494

CHURCH OF CHRIST
ALEXANDRIA CHURCH OF CHRIST…703-836-3083

 CHURCHES—EPISCOPAL
EMMANUEL EPISCOPAL CHURCH...703-683-0798
ST. AIDAN’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH...703-360-4220
ST. JAMES EPISCOPAL CHURCH... 703-780-3081
ST. LUKE’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH...703-765-4342
ST. MARK EPISCOPAL CHURCH...703-765-3949

CHURCHES—LUTHERAN
EPIPHANY LUTHERAN

CHURCH-ELCA….703-780-5077
BETHANY LUTHERAN….703 765-8255

 EVANGELICAL  LUTHERAN
CHURCH….703-765-5003

GOOD SHEPHERD LUTHERAN
CHURCH-ELCA….703-548-8608

IMMANUEL LUTHERAN CHURCH,
MISSOURI SYNOD…703-549-0155

MESSIAH EVENGELICAL LUTHERAN
CHURCH, ELCA...703-765-5003

 NATIVITY LUTHERAN
CHURCH, ELCA….703-768-1112

ORTHODOX
SAINT APHRAIM SYRIAC…201-312-7678
ALL SAINTS OF AMERICA...703-417-9665

CHURCHES—PRESBYTERIAN
CALVARY PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH...703.768.8510

ALEXANDRIA PRESBYTERIAN
CHURCH…703-683-3348

OLD PRESBYTERIAN
 MEETING HOUSE…703-549-6670

Wesley United Methodist Church

10 am Sunday Worship Service
Sunday School classes (child to adult)
and youth group (7th to 12th grade)

9 am to noon Monday through Friday Pre-School

8412 Richmond Ave, Alexandria, VA 22309
(just off Richmond Highway, near Fort Belvoir & Mount Vernon)

703-780-5019 • www.wesleyva.org

Hit Me Up!

To Advertise Your
Faith Community,

call Karen at: 703-917-6468

Christ the Saviour
Anglican Church

“To Love & Serve the Lord with
Gladness & Singleness of Heart”

www.christthesaviouranglican.org

703-953-2854

Location – Washington Mill ES
9100 Cherrytree Drive

Worship Service – 10 a.m.
Inter-generational Sunday School – after service
Vicar, The Rev. Huey J Sevier

Mount Vernon
Paint Company
(703) 768-1975

Drop Cloth and
Sanding Sponge

6229 Richmond Hwy

FREE

Per gallon of any
Regal Product

$4.00 OFF

Must be presented at time of purchase.

Must be presented at time of purchase.

Winning the Cherry Challenge

Winning the Entree Category was this Duck a la Cherry
dish  from Murphy’s Irish Pub and Restaurant.

And the winners are…
❖ Starters Category:  BBQ Cherry Wings from Ramparts
Tavern and Grill
❖ Entree Category:  Duck a la Cherry  from Murphy’s Irish
Pub and Restaurant
❖ Drinks Category:  Cherry-Mint Mojito from Tempo
Restaurant
❖ Dessert Category:  Black Forest Crepe from Fontaine
Caffe and Creperie

Winning the Drinks Category was this
Cherry-Mint Mojito from Tempo Restau-
rant.

Dining

T
he George Washington Birthday Celebration
Committee has announced the winners of
its second annual “Cherry Challenge.”

The Cherry Challenge took place during the week
of Feb. 1-7, in 12 Alexandria restaurants, and fea-
tured cherry-inspired dishes created by the restau-
rant chefs.

“Even though the snow forced us to cancel many
of our other major events, this event was able to go
on as scheduled, and provide a fun event for both
the participating restaurants and their patrons,” said
Sharon Sobel, committee vice-chair.

Participating in this year’s contest were Brabo,
Fontaine Caffe and Creperie, Indigo Landing, King
Street Blues in Old Town, Layla’s Lebanese Restau-
rant, Murphy’s Grand Irish Pub, Rampart’s Tavern
and Grill, Seagar’s (Hilton Old Town), Shooter
McGee’s, St. Elmo’s Coffee Pub, Union Street Pub-
lic House and Tempo.

Two of the restaurants are two-time winners.
Murphy’s duck entrée also took best entrée last year,
and Tempo also won last year in the drinks category,
for their dirty cherry martini.  Ramparts and
Fontaine are new entrants this year.

Each person who ordered the dish or menu item
was supplied with a ballot so that they could judge
the menu item on taste, presentation and creativ-
ity.  Scoring was done by rating both the number of
ballots submitted, and how each dish rated in the
palates of the citizens who ordered the items.  This
helped even the playing field when some restau-
rants didn’t get as much business during the Cherry
Challenge week as they expected, due to the snow.

However, Tempo Restaurant had far and away more ballots submit-
ted than any of the other restaurants, with at least 20 ballots submit-
ted per item.  They featured items in three of the categories available.
Wendy Albert on her Cherry-Mint Mojito said: “I think that it will be-
come a permanent cocktail in our restaurant as the Dirty Cherry Mar-
tini from last year did.  People loved it.”
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Sports

Storm Damages Mount Vernon Crew Equipment
Majors seeking community
assistance for repairs.

Some Mount Vernon racing shells, among other equip-
ment, were damaged by fallen trees.

By Jon Roetman

The Gazette

C
ommunity support has played a signifi-
cant role in the growth and success of
the Mount Vernon crew team, which
enters its ninth season of competition.

But after a recent winter storm damaged an estimated
five figures worth of team equipment, the Majors are
in need of assistance more than ever.

Fallen trees, including a pine estimated at 100 feet,
caused the damage. Among the affected equipment
were two eight-person shells, two six-person shells
and two singles. An oar rack, boat rack and a shed
were also damaged.

Mount Vernon coaches gained access to their equip-
ment at Fort Belvoir marina on Monday after snow
was plowed. They arrived to an unpleasant surprise.

“The coaches that were there seemed devastated,”
team manager Robin Jones said.

“Right now, it’s kind of a disbelief position,” girls
head coach Paul Phillips said. “It’s pretty devastat-
ing to look at.”

While coaches were able to get close enough to
see the equipment, some of the boats are still trapped
under trees. Not all of the damage has been assessed
and Jones said they couldn’t haul equipment any-
way because they can’t get to the team trailer. Phillips
said Forest Park High School agreed to let Mount
Vernon use its crew trailer.

Jones said some of the equipment is insured, but
the Mount Vernon program, which is not supported
by Mount Vernon High School or Fairfax County, will
have to raise money for repairs.

The Majors will take part in their annual “tag day,”
going door to door to raise money, on Feb. 27. The
Majors have also taken part in garage sales and car
washes, among other events, to raise money.

“This community has been very supportive of our
program,” Phillips, in his sixth year with the Majors,
said. “I don’t want to use the word ‘begging,’ but we
need help from the Mount Vernon community to get
us back on the water. … Without a lot of help from
the community, we’re going to have a difficult time.”

The Majors are scheduled to begin practicing Mon-
day, but that is unlikely to happen. Jones said while
cold temperatures might cancel practice anyway, the
Majors won’t be able to do much until debris is
cleared. Mount Vernon’s first regatta, the Polar Bear
Regatta, is scheduled for March 27.

“If the weather was 80 degrees on Monday,” she
said, “we still could not go on the water because of
the tree and debris.”

Phillips said it will likely take the team two weeks
to get out on the water, and possibly longer for the
girls team. Each boat that was damaged belonged to
the girls team. He said the damaged boats were the
team’s top racing shells, not practice shells. While
the Majors purchase their equipment used, an eight-
person shell can cost more than $10,000 - $25,000
if bought new, Jones said.

Donations can be made to Mount Vernon Crew
Boosters, P.O. Box 205, Mount Vernon, VA 22121-
0205.

West Potomac’s
Dona, Moffitt,
States Bound

West Potomac swimmers Reanna
Dona and Hellen Moffitt qualified for
states during the Northern Region meet
earlier this month. Dona qualified in the
50-yard freestyle (first, 24.49 seconds)
and the 100 backstroke (second, 58.71).
Moffitt qualified in the 50 freestyle (sec-
ond, 24.54) and 100 butterfly (fourth,
57.89).

The girls 400 freestyle relay team of
Julia Bolger, Maddy Bolger, Moffitt and
Dona also qualified (eighth, 3:43.13).

The West Potomac girls finished 12th
out of 24 teams with 105 points. Mount
Vernon was 23rd with five points.
Robinson won the meet with 268. The
West Potomac boys were 20th out of 25
teams with 20 points. Mount Vernon
was 24th with six points. Oakton win
the meet with 244.

Patriot District
Plays Two

After originally planning to cancel
Patriot District regular season basketball
games postponed due to inclement
weather, it was decided Patriot teams
would make up two regular season
games before entering the district tour-
nament.

The West Potomac boys lost to
Annandale 52-50 on Tuesday. The Wol-
verines faced West Springfield on
Wednesday. Results were not available

Sports Briefs

before the Gazette’s deadline.
The West Potomac girls lost to

Annandale 59-33 on Tuesday. Results of
the Wolverines Wednesday contest
against West Springfield were not avail-
able.

The district tournament begins Friday
with the top four seeds hosting.
Saturday’s semifinal round and
Monday’s championship game will be
played at T.C. Williams.

National District
Basketball Regular
Season Cancelled

The National District cancelled regu-
lar season basketball games which were
postponed due to inclement weather.
Mount Vernon and the rest of the Na-
tional District will start the district
tournament tonight.

The Mount Vernon girls host Stuart at
6 p.m. and the boys host Edison at 8
p.m.

T.C. Williams Crew
New Rower
Registration

New rower registration for all new
T.C. Williams rowers (including eighth-
and ninth-graders) will be held at 8 a.m.
Saturday at the Dee Campbell Rowing
Facility. The Dee Campbell Rowing Fa-
cility (also known as the T.C.
boathouse) is located at 1 Madison
Street, Alexandria.

Q: What is your favorite food?
A: I really like seafood, so probably linguini with

clam sauce.

Q: What location is the farthest you
have traveled from the Washington, D.C.
metro area?

A: Hawaii. My mom’s from Hawaii. I’m half
Japanese. We’re going there this summer. We used
to go a lot.

Q: What are you doing when you’re not
participating in gymnastics?

A: I would say doing my schoolwork, but that
would probably be a lie. So most likely hanging
out with my friend Karley. That’s my other house.
I’m always at her house.

Q: You’re also a cheerleader. Which do
you prefer, cheer or gymnastics?

A: I think I would have to go with gymnastics if
I had to choose. I like the cheerleading team too,
but [the gymnastics] team, we actually hang out
and we’re really close. I’ve been doing gymnas-
tics a lot longer than cheer so it’s like a comfort
zone for me.

Q: You’re 14. What’s one of the first
places you will want to go once you get

Five questions with West
Potomac freshman
gymnast Nicole Marinello.

your driver’s license?
A: I’ll probably go to Chipotle, because I always

beg everyone who can drive to bring me Chipotle
and there always like, ‘No.’ I love Chipotle, so that
would probably be it.

— Jon Roetman

5Qs5Qs

Mount Vernon Gazette Sports Editor Jon Roetman

703-224-3015 or jroetman@connectionnewspapers.com
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703-360-7300 | www.mtvac.net Some restrictions may apply. Please contact a membership advisor for details

TO GET BACK INTO SHAPE IN THE NEW YEAR!

SWIMMING • KAYAKING • SPORTS • BOWLING • ARTS & CRAFTS

SWIMMING •  KAYAKING • SPORTS • BOWLING • ARTS & CRAFTS

HOLLIN HALL

DAY CAMP

Summer fun starts here
when the school year ends!

OPEN
HOUSE

Wed., Feb. 24, 6-7 PM

Enroll by May 1 for a $50
credit towards registration
& to be entered to win a
free week of summer camp. 703-765-8811

1500 SHENANDOAH RD., ALEXANDRIA, VA 22308
hhsummerdaycamp@aol.com • www.hollinhall.com

Completed Kindergarten
through 8th Grade

SW
IM

M
IN

G
 • K

AYA
K

IN
G

 • SPO
RTS • BO

W
LIN

G
 • A

RTS &
 C

RA
FTS • SW

IM
M

IN
G

 • K
AYA

K
IN

G
 • SPO

RTS

SW
IM

M
IN

G
 •

 K
AY

A
K

IN
G

 •
 S

PO
RT

S 
• 

BO
W

LI
N

G
 •

 A
RT

S 
&

 C
RA

FT
S 

• 
SW

IM
M

IN
G

 •
 K

AY
A

K
IN

G
 •

 S
PO

RT
S

From Page 9

Letters

sons to drive, yet I witnessed an amazing
amount of local traffic after the big snow.

My kids are now in college or high school,
so I do not have a need to clear sidewalks
for them, but my neighbors have young
children who do need sidewalks cleared.
People who walk dogs do need cleared side-
walks, and elderly individuals need cleared
sidewalks to get their daily exercise. I have
absolutely no trouble clearing my sidewalks
for those who need them cleared, and I
would willingly pay to have others do the
job if I could not, but why is that not the
case for the few in my neighborhood who
haven’t done so? Community is what makes
us great in the U.S., yet in this area I see
that there is a small proportion of our popu-
lation that knows nothing other than “me.”
I truly worry about us in the case of a real
emergency given the reaction of the selfish
few to this trivial inconvenience. Yes, the
snow was not a big deal compared to other
things that could happen to us all.

If this snowfall was a test of our grit and
devotion to the betterment of all versus the
selfish needs of the individual, I think we
largely passed, but there are many individu-
als who need to rethink their priorities lest
they bring the rest of the community down
in a true emergency. Contributing to the
community good is very easy when we all
do our share, and most did in our neigh-

borhood, but the majority cannot always
compensate for the self-absorbed individu-
als who cannot see beyond their own noses.

Steve Dressing
Alexandria

Bottle Deposit
Loses Money
To the Editor:

I write to immediately respond to Eliza-
beth Martin’s rebuttal [“Not Tidal Litter,”
The Gazette, Feb. 11-17] of my earlier let-
ter in opposition to her suggestion to add
an additional layer of government regula-
tion and business inconvenience through
enactment of a bottle deposit law.

In my earlier letter, I advocated letting
Fairfax County’s recycling program work
and strictly enforcing laws against littering.
In her rebuttal, Ms. Martin stated that I
mischaracterized a Michigan law “as not
benefiting the environment” and she sup-
ported that argument by quoting from an
MSNBC article that “Michigan’s recycling
rate for cans and bottles is 97 percent.”
What does this recycling rate mean? Appar-
ently, for every 100 bottles sold, 97 are re-
turned. However, as subsequently made
clear in the article, what appears to be an
acceptable rate of return has not resulted
in the financial benefit, to be used for envi-

ronmental cleanup, that was a premise for
the Michigan law which is found at Chap-
ter 445 of the Michigan Code.

Quoting from the same article, “Michigan
would have at least $10 million a year more
for environmental cleanup if not for people
redeeming containers that were bought in
other states.” What accounts for this defi-
cit? Obviously, the $10 million deficit is
calculated by adding up all the deposit rev-
enue from sales of bottled beverages in
Michigan and then subtracting the money
paid out for bottles returned in Michigan
regardless of whether they were purchased
within Michigan. If a $10 million annual
deficit isn’t an environmental deficit, where
Michigan expected in vain that its bottle
deposit law would result in a positive rev-
enue stream benefiting the environment, I
don’t know what would be. As pointed out
in a 2007 Michigan publication concerning
its bottle deposit law found at

http://www.deq.state.mi.us/documents/
deq-wmd-swp-mibottledepositlawFAQ1.pdf,
“Each fraudulently returned container reduces
the amount of escheat money going into the
Community Pollution Prevention Fund, the
Cleanup and Redevelopment Fund, and the
[Cleanup and Redevelopment] Trust Fund.”

Ms. Martin alleges that bottles she found
upstream of a beaver dam in Little Hunting
Creek are necessarily “beyond the reach of
the tide” and as such couldn’t have come
from the Potomac River in Maryland. Even

if this is true (and it may not be), the fact
remains that the tidal portion of the Creek
extends for over a mile and a half upstream
of the Creek’s mouth. The tidal region of
the Creek is by far the region of greatest
length and surface area and has the long-
est shoreline. That is where litter floating
in from Maryland is “deposited.” Ms. Mar-
tin owns a portion of that tidal shoreline
and surely finds litter on her shoreline that
originated in Maryland.

Of course, irresponsible people do litter
and some of that litter finds its way into
our local creeks. Ms. Martin doesn’t want
to acknowledge that significant litter floats
in from out of state. Perhaps, this is because
that incontrovertible and inconvenient truth
undercuts a premise for her desire for a
bottle deposit law.

Adding a layer of regulation, bookkeep-
ing and expense to our local businesses and
state and local governments would be in-
appropriate under the circumstances.
Again, Fairfax County has a sophisticated
recycling program and laws on the books
forbidding littering. Let them work.

Finally, I note Ms. Martin’s invitation for
me to join her one day a year Creek cleanup.
As a responsible waterfront property owner,
I clean the Creek on a weekly basis year
round . I invite Ms. Martin to do the same.

H. Jay Spiegel
Mount Vernon

Your Home…Your Neighborhood…
Your Newspaper

www.connectionnewspapers.com



18  ❖  Mount Vernon Gazette  ❖  February 18-24, 2010 www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

Zone 3 Ad Deadline:

Tuesday 4 p.m.

703-917-6464

Zone 3: • Alexandria

• Mount Vernon
EmploymentEmployment

Seasonal
Garden Center Positions
Bell Nursery, a nationally recognized
grower/vendor of plants and nursery stock is
looking for hardworking, enthusiastic people
to merchandise our products at a Home Depot
garden center near you. Weekends are a must.
Supervisory and Merchandising positions are
available. Please view job descriptions,
locations and apply online at bellimpact.com

CRUISE SALES CONSULTANT
Full time cruise travel consultant with 

solid experience selling cruise-tours (es-
pecially Alaska) can earn large income 

(salary + comm) with benefits.  No cold 
calls - we provide quality leads for up-
scale Holland America products.  40 

years in business, located on the river in 
Old Town Alexandria.  Fax resume to 

703-684-7060.

F/T,  DENTAL FRONT DESK
Burke, VA.  Experience with  collections 
preferred. Softdent and insurance 
knowledge a plus.  Must be personable, 
reliable, detail-oriented and possess 
good communication skills.  Excellent 
benefits.  Fax resume to 703-978-0423.

Enable seniors to live independently in their own
homes with our non-medical companionship and home
care services. Rewarding P/T days, evenings, weekends,

live-ins, medical benefits offered.
Home Instead Senior Care.
Call Today: 703-750-6665

COMPANIONS &
CNA’s NEEDED

Learn a Trade at 
Mount Vernon

Now hiring part-time/seasonal staff to work 
as historic interpreters at George  Washing-
ton’s Gristmill, Distillery, Pioneer Farm & 
Blacksmith Shop. Help tell the story of 
George Washington the entrepreneur. Prior 
interpretive experience preferred. Please  con-
tact Steve Bashore, Manager Historic  Trades    

703-799-6805 or by 
e-mail sbashore@mountvernon.org 

Medical Receptionist - P/T
Arlington/MT Vernon. 2 + days/wk. We 
are looking for a team member who can 
be flexible.  Some front desk exp. pref’d.  
Mature & reliable a must.  Great office.  

Call 703-491-1191 ask for Nancy

LEAD MAINTENANCE TECHNICIAN
Mount Vernon’s Operations and Maintenance Department is seeking a Lead
Maintenance Technician to assist in the installation, maintenance and repair
of electrical, heating, air conditioning, domestic water and various other sys-
tems.  The position includes housing on the estate but relocation is not paid,
and supervises a staff of 4 technicians.
Essential Functions: Assists in the installation, maintenance and repair of
electrical systems, pumps, motors, valves, security and fire alarm equipment
and HVAC equipment and controls; Various maintenance tasks including
electrical and HVAC diagnostics, installing piping & electrical wiring, digging
trenches, working with sewer tanks, drainage, and pumping equipment,
assembling scaffolding/rigging, & setup and operation of audio/visual
equipment; Conducts all work/orders & compiles a daily record; Operates,
maintains & secures tools and equipment;  Practices, maintains and enforces
safety regulations and procedures; Performs preventive maintenance and
repairs to all electrical systems.
Special Requirements: Requires standing/walking for long periods of time,
entering dark, dusty and close spaces, using solvents, lubricants, adhesives
and other hazardous materials, and exposure to all weather conditions;
Weekend and holiday work and rotating 24 hour duty shift required;
Classified as essential and requires participation in all emergencies, ice and
snow removal and special events.
Qualifications: 7+ yrs. experience in electrical, emergency power systems,
energy management, general repairs and fire safety; good understanding of
MEP and architectural drawings; Good written & verbal communication skills
and  proficiency w./MS office suite; Knowledge of life safety codes preferred;
valid driver’s license required; Employment contingent upon successful drug
test and criminal/background check.
Send application materials:
Via email- HRMail@MountVernon.org,
or fax- 703.780.8320.  Applications may be downloaded and printed from
the website (under employment) at www.MountVernon.org

MOUNT VERNON IS AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER.

FT/PT. Temp/Perm. Ideal for
students/others. Sales/Svc, Flex

Schedules. Conditions apply. All ages 18+.
703-359-7600

2010
EXPANSION

Great Pay!

TRAVEL AGENT

Full time position for agent with at least 
2 years experience, especially in booking 
air and cruises.  Must be detail oriented.  
40 years in business, located on the river 
in Old Town Alexandria.  Fax resume to 

703-684-7060

Great Papers • Great Readers • Great Results!

 Employers:
Are your recruiting ads not
working in other papers?

Try a better way to fill your
      employment openings

703-917-6464
classified@connectionnewspapers.com

• Target your best job candidates
where they live.

• Reach readers in addition
to those who are currently
looking for a job.

• Proven readership.
• Proven results.
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Internships Available
Unusual opportunity to learn many
aspects of the newspaper business.
Internships available in reporting,
photography, research, graphics.
Opportunities for students, and for
adults considering change of career.
Unpaid. Email internship@connec
tionnewspapers.com

tuses, along 60 percent of Riverside stu-
dents and 62 percent of Woodley Hills stu-
dents.

“Many of our kids don’t have the oppor-
tunity to grow things at home. This can be
a real ‘aha’ moment for them,” said Gates,
who said several of his students live in
apartment buildings with no free yard
space.

FOCUS funding isn’t the only extra finan-
cial help Hollin Meadows, Riverside and
Woodley Hills and other Mount Vernon
schools with large low-income populations
will lose next year.

The school board also voted Feb. 4 to cut
Project Excel, which adds more instruction
time to the day at 22 county elementary
schools with high-risk populations.

Mount Vernon has seven schools that ben-
efit from Project Excel, more than any other
community in Fairfax. In addition to Hollin
Meadows, Riverside and Woodley Hills, lo-
cal elementary schools Bucknell, Mount
Vernon Woods, Woodlawn and Fort Belvoir
also get extra financial support through the
program that provides a longer school day
once a week and extra staff support.

Sixty-nine percent of Bucknell students
qualify for free or reduced-priced meals,
along with 79 percent of Mount Vernon
Woods students, 59 percent of Woodlawn
students and 30 percent of Fort Belvoir stu-
dents.

The school system specifically started
Project Excel several years to help boost test
scores at schools that have been identified
as struggling with achievement.

School Board member Dan Storck (Mount
Vernon) fought to keep the funding for the
focus and excel programs in the school
system’s budget for next year but lost in two
lopsided 3-8 votes.

Storck as well as School Board members
Tina Hone (At-large) and Liz Bradsher
(Springfield) voted to include $1.2 million
for the focus program in next year’s bud-
get. Storck, Hone and School Board mem-
ber Brad Center (Lee) favored adding $1.3
million for Project Excel back into the bud-
get as well. Neither measure passed.

The Mount Vernon school board member
will attempt to add both programs back into
the budget again, where the school board
makes its final spending decisions about the
2010-2011 school year later this spring. But
a lack of support from board members now
makes it unlikely the vote will swing in fa-
vor of focus and excel later this year.

“I think it will be very difficult to try and
keep this funding and this support at the
neediest schools,” said Storck.

Hone said she is particularly concerned
about schools like Hollin Meadows that are
achieving despite their challenging popu-
lations. She said it is difficult to tell what
part of those schools’ academic program —
including focus and excel — has allowed
them to beat the odds.

“Those schools are doing so well and this
is like Jenga. We don’t know what piece of
puzzle is doing that or if taking something
out could cause the whole thing to topple,”
said Hone.

More To Lose
From Page 1

News
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21 Announcements 21 Announcements

21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements

21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements

➣ TRAINING  ➣ INSTALLATION  ➣ TROUBLE-SHOOTING

➣ LET US TAME THAT BEAST FOR YOU

Serving the Area Since 1995

(703) 765-2222
JSMITHHDI@aol.com

HDI EASY COMPUTER SOLUTIONS FOR
INDIVIDUALS & SMALL BUSINESSES

JENNIFER O. SMITH • COMPUTER CONSULTANT

101 Computers 101 Computers26 Antiques

We consign/pay top $ for 
antique/semi antique furn. 

including mid century & 
danish modern Teak 

furniture, sterling, mens 
watches, painting/art glass, 

clocks, jewelry, costume 
jewelry, etc. Call Schefer 

Antiques @ 703-241-0790.

117 Adoption

Adoption: A lifetime of end-
less love, laughter, security & 
every opportunity await your 
precious newborn. Expenses 

pd. Private/ Legal. Jen & Greg 
1-877-205-2780

Zone 3 Ad Deadline:

Tuesday Noon

703-917-6400

Zone 3: • Alexandria

• Mount Vernon

Home & GardenHome & Garden
CONTRACTORS.comconnectionnewspapers.com

A CLEANING SERVICE
Since 1985/Ins & Bonded

Quality Service at a Fair Price
Satisfaction Guaranteed
Comm/Res. MD VA DC

acleaningserviceinc.com
703-892-8648

CLEANING CLEANING

LICENSED INSURED

Residential & Commercial
10% Senior Citizen Discount

CARE _ MORE
CLEANING SOLUTIONS

703-862-5904
or

703-780-6749
caremorecleaning.com

ELECTRICAL ELECTRICAL

Metro Gutter
Clean/Install/Repair

• Wood Replace & Wrapping  • Pressure Washing
• Chimney Sweeping & Repair

20 YEARS EXP.

703-354-4333
metrogutter.com

GUTTER GUTTER

PINNACLE SERVICES,
Inc.

703-802-0483
GROUP RATES AVAILABLE

FREE EST

• LEAF REMOVAL
• GUTTER

CLEANING

HANDYMAN HANDYMAN

RCL HOME REPAIRS
Handyman Services

Springfld • Burke • Kingstowne
Light Electrical • Plumbing • 

Bathroom Renovation •  Ceramic Tile • 
Drywall Repair

703-922-4190
LIC.    www.rclhomerepairs.com    INS.

HANDYMAN HANDYMAN

Rotten Wood, Wind Damage, Trims,
Windows, Doors, Deck, Stairs, Vanity,

Basement Framing, Garbage Disposal,
Painting, Power Wash, Siding Repairs.

Licensed, Bonded, Insured

703-266-1233

M. C. Lynch
Home Improvement

Family Owned & Opererated

R&N Carpentry

✦BASEMENTS ✦BATHS ✦KITCHENS
Foreclosure specialist/Power washing

✦Exterior Wood Rot More!
Deck & Fence repair, Screen Porches

No jobs too large or small
Free est.   37 yrs exp.   Licensed, Insured

703-987-5096 

IMPROVEMENTS IMPROVEMENTS

Residential & Commercial Roofing Expert

Full Service Roofing Company
Repair • Refurbish • Replace

All Major Roof Types
703-455-Roof (7663)

Call today for your Free Estimate Lic. & Ins.

ROOFING ROOFING

FIREWOOD

FIREWOOD
Mixed Seasoned Hardwood

$120    half cord
$210    full cord

Call Joe at
301-856-4436

301-602-9528 Cell

GUTTER

PINNACLE SERVICES,

703-802-0483
GROUP RATES

AVAILABLE
FREE EST

•GUTTER CLEANING
•SMALL REPAIRS
•SCREENING
•POWER
WASHING

HAULING

Construction Debris,
Residential, Office

 & Tree Removal

ANGEL’S TRASH HAULING

703-863-1086
New#- 571-312-7227

AL’S HAULING
Junk & Rubbish

Concrete, furn.,office,
yard, construction debris

Low Rates    NOVA
703-360-4364

703-304-4798 cell

7 DAYS A WEEK

RICK’S
HAULING POWERWASHING PAINTING
Yard Debris Decks Interior-Exterior
Furniture Sidewalks Deck Staining

Appliances Houses Gutter Cleaning
Concrete etc Mobile Homes etc Gutter Guards

FREE ESTIMATES
703-360-5252

RicksHauling1@ aol.com

IMPROVEMENTS

We Accept VISA/MC

703-441-8811

BATHROOM REMODELING
REPAIRS, CERAMIC TILE,
PAINTING, DRYWALL,
CARPENTRY, CUSTOM
WOOD REPAIR, LT. PLUMBING &
ELECTRICAL, POWER WASHING

Since 1964

The
HANDYMAN
A DIVISION OF NURSE CONSTRUCTION

LANDSCAPING

•Trimming •Edging
•Mulching •Yard Cleaning

•Hauling •Tree Work

ANGEL’S
LAWN MOWING

703-863-1086
New# 571-312-7227

PAINTING

PATRIOT
PAINTING
www.PatriotPainting.net

Wallpaper Removal,
Carpentry,

Power Washing.
Int/Ext Painting

Free Est. • Satisfaction Guar.!
Lic./Ins. Int./Ext.

703-502-7840
Cell

571-283-4883

ROOFING

Roofing & Siding
(All Types)

Soffit & Fascia Wrapping
New Gutters

Chimney Crowns
Leaks Repaired
No job too small

703-975-2375

TREE SERVICE

•Planting •Mulching •Patios

•Decks •Driveways •Concrete

•Retaining Walls

ANGEL’S
LAWN MOWING

703-863-1086
New# 571-312-7227
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Great Papers • Great Readers
Great Results!

 Employers:
Are your
recruiting ads
not working in
other papers?

Try a better
     way to fill
         your
      employment
         openings

703-917-6464
classified@connection

newspapers.com

• Target your best job
candidates where
they live.

• Reach readers in
addition to those
who are currently
looking for a job.

• Proven readership.

• Proven results.

Now! Complete
Print Editions
Online!

The full print editions of all 18

Connection Newspapers are now

available on our Web Site in PDF format,

page by page, identical to our weekly

newsprint editions, including print

advertising. Go to

www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

and click on “Print Editions.”

MPRINT EDITIONS
PRINT EDITIONS

I'am a slow walker, 
but I never walk back.

-Abraham Lincoln
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Come Taste the Difference
Two Convenient Alexandria Locations

Open 7 days a week
Bradlee Belle View

3690J King Street 1600A Belle View Blvd.
703.820.8600 571.384.6880

www.unwinedva.com

Put Us to
The Test
❦ Selection
❦ Service
❦ Price

♦ Real Estate
♦ Mortgage

♦ Closing Services
♦ Insurance

703-360-7400
www.weichert.com

8301 Richmond Highway, Alexandria, VA 22309

ALEXANDRIA SO $529,900
BIGGER THAN IT APPEARS

Brick all around with two level addition on back.  Hardwood
floors thru main rooms.  Dream master suite with huge bedroom,
fireplace, luxury bath, walk-in closet and private balcony over-
looking large rear lawn with in-ground pool.

CALL JOSE FLORES 703-509-4778
HEIDI KABLER 703-850-2558

ALEXANDRIA/MOUNT VERNON  $340,000
STARTER HOME EXPANDABLE

One level Brick Rambler, corner lot, adjacent to Mount Vernon
County Club. Completely updated kitchen w/all new appliances,  all
new windows, fresh paint, 1/2 acre lot.
MLS # FX7190704  For additional information contact Joyce at:
703-780-4012 or e-mail: Joyceclevenger@cox.net.  View on Web:
www.2hdb.com/joyceclevenger.
Dir:  From Ft.Belvoir:  North on US#1 R Cooper Rd to
8825 on left.

CALL JOYCE CLEVENGER  703-851-6929 or 703-780-4012
View listing on www.homesdatabase.com/joyceclevenger

Call for information about licensing.

HOLLIN HALL $369,000
ONE LEVEL LIVING

Charming all brick rambler with lovely hardwoods, fireplace and
family room addition.  Landscaped lot with covered entertaining
patio and new shed.

CALL SHERMAN SWENSON 703-765-5021
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SOLD for $10,000
OVER LIST PRICE

2 contracts
in 4 days

Night Class begins February 22, 2010
from 6 - 10 pm

Contact: Michele Wilson


